Our Lady of Mount Carmel Junior High Band 
Course Outline


PHILOSOPHY FOR MUSIC EDUCATION

The systematic development of musical skills, knowledge and perception contributes to the total development of the individual. The sense of meaning in music can be developed by the student as:

Performer:
Performance is an active process involving the development and application of musical skills, knowledge and perceptions.

Listener, evaluator, consumer, historian:
These experiences develop an understanding of music and musicians of the past and present.

Composer:
The organization of the elements of music into an intrinsically satisfying composition generates aesthetic creativity and perception. Music is accessible to all, and as students become sensitive to its expressive elements, they may develop insight into human feelings. Music education should begin at an early age and continue to encourage creative expression through performance, listening and composition.

GOALS OF THE INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC PROGRAM

The Instrumental Music Program will help students to develop competencies and to strive for excellence within the limits of their individual capabilities, in the following areas:

PLAYING
To discover, develop and evaluate their talents and abilities relative to playing a musical instrument, and to establish and reinforce correct techniques and skills.
LISTENING
To develop the ability to make aesthetic judgments based on critical listening and analysis of music.
READING
To interpret rhythm, melody, harmony, form and expression as they appear in musical notation through both cognitive and psychomotor responses.
CREATING
To develop an additional avenue of self expression by composing, improvising and interpreting music.
VALUING
To make students aware of the implications of music in our society with respect to music careers, its vocational and leisure uses, and to grow in the appreciation, understanding and enjoyment of  Music as a source of personal fulfillment.

Student Conduct and Achievement

· Students should always RESPECT your fellow musicians, conductor, band room, written music and instrument
· Students are expected to PARTICIPATE in all musical activities
· Students must come to all band classes with their agenda, pencil, folder, written music, theory book, technique book and instrument
· Students are expected to attend class regularly and on time.
· Students are expected to pay for reeds and other musical materials
· Students are expected to attend all rehearsals and concerts
· Students are expected to PRACTICE on a daily basis to ensure success individually and as a band
· Parents are expected to hear you practicing at home on a daily basis for at least 15 minutes 
Music Class Rules and Guidelines

1. Room Care and Maintenance
· Keep chairs in neat rows at the end of each class and stands are to be set-up and taken down during each class in an orderly fashion.
· Keep music and technique books in your folder. Keep instruments in their cases. Both are to go home with you after each class. 
· NO FOOD OR DRINK AT ANY TIME ALLOWED IN THE MUSIC ROOM
2. Class Time
· Class time is VERY important as it is the only time we have to learn new material and practice playing that material.
· Bring a positive attitude. If the group is negative, we need two days to catch up. One to get where we were, and the other to get where we should have been. Be Positive Leaders !
· NO LATES ! Be in your chair when I do attendance. If you are not in position, you are late. 

3. Performance Attire
· Please dress in a combination of Black and White dress attire for all Mount Carmel band performances.

Cleaning and Maintaining Your Instrument

Instruments have many moving parts and need to be cleaned & maintained on a regular basis.  Even with proper care, some instruments require minor repairs. If you are using a school supplied instrument, please bring the instrument to me and I will either repair it myself or send it away to a music repair shop. PLEASE DO NOT TRY TO REPAIR ANY INSTRUMENT YOURSELF.  All repairs of school instruments are covered by the school unless the repair is due to inappropriate care. 

To clean and maintain your instruments do the following:
1. Woodwinds
· Use a Q-Tip and clean underneath all the pads and keys with rubbing alcohol.
· Instruments with corks will need cork grease.
· Vacuum out your instrument case
· Do NOT rinse a woodwind instrument under water as it will dry out the corks and pads.
· At the beginning & end of EVERY CLASS, wash your mouth piece.
· DO NOT PUT ANYTHING OTHER THAN YOUR INSTRUMENT INSIDE THE INSTRUMENT CASE
· Keep your reeds inside the supplied reed case. 

2. Brass Instruments
· Disassemble the entire instruments. Remove the valves first! Wash the instrument with dish soap in the sink at home or in the music room. If you have a large instrument, it can be washed at home in the bath tub.
· Reassemble the instrument putting the valves in last. Then apply slide grease to the slides and valve oil to the valves.
· Trombones have specialized slide grease for their slides.
· Vacuum out your instrument case. 
· At the beginning & end of EVERY CLASS, wash your mouth piece.
· DO NOT PUT ANYTHING OTHER THAN YOUR INSTRUMENT INSIDE THE INSTRUMENT CASE
The Following Criteria will be used cumulatively for your Report Card Mark
Individual playing evaluation – 50%	Rehearsal/Concert – 20%

· rhythm studies					* rehearsal/concert attendance
· fundamentals 					*supplies on hand for each class concert
(embouchure, posture, hand position)
· articulation
· scales and arpeggios/drum rudiments
· home practice

Written theory exams – 20%			Maintenance - 10%
· reading music					*instrument
· note names					* music folder
· note values					* case and contents
· terminology					* music
· dynamics					*band room






Performances  - Student attendance required

Term One: 	 Remembrance Day -	O Canada  grade 8 and 9 
		Christmas Concert 	
		Possible Performance out of school

Term Two:	School Celebration
		Tour of feeder schools
		Possible Tour performance out of school
		End of School Concert
		

Planned Trips to date

Sept. 21, 2013 	Jumpstart mandatory for all students in grade seven and new to an 					instrument (grade 8 or 9)	$15.00

Oct. 7 and 8	Band Camp		$100





Please sign below:

I have read and understand the 2012 – 2013 Band Course Outline for Our Lady of  Mount Carmel Catholic Junior High School.  My son/daughter and I are prepared to meet the expectations.


_________________________________________________________________
Student first and last name (Please Print)                                            


_________________________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian Signature	

________________________________________________________________
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) first and last name (Please Print)                                            


Day phone: _______________________________________________________   

Home phone: _____________________________________________________

Email: ___________________________________________________________




